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_ I»;2p Lord, _ ID if « 

| KC '71Isdowand Virtue, 
| which oft wait at the - 
Gate of Hoxnouk, and hardly 
find: admittance , do here 'prefenc 
themſelves before Your Lordſhip, 
am Hopes of that Noble; Entertam- 
ent; which is wont to be given, by 
Perſons of Hononr, to their Neareſt 
Ales. | They are never.xepullt by 
rany:Wwithaue #rongiand Diſgrace to 
-themfelves.; nor by any entertain'd, 
TOR 2 with 


ox v5. 


The Epiſtle 
with a due Regard, without an Ad- 
dition to their Honour and Happi- 
neſs. The Perſon, by whoſe Hand 
they are brought in this humble 
Dreſs into Your Preſence, beggs 
the Pardon of his Rudeneſs in this 
Approach, and leaving theſe Excel- 
lencies to Your Lordſhips Enter- 
tainment, inſtantly withdraws him- 
ſelf to his due diſtance, .and waits 
(with Mordecai, at the' Gate) "jn 
Hope, that having preſented theſe 
Virgin-Beauties betore Y our judi- | 
cious Eye, wr will appear 1o' a- 
greeable to Your Noble Mind, 
that they will preſently obtain that 
entire AftGion and Efteemy which 
will facilitate their Admiſſion, into 
ſo indiſſoluble an Union," as ſhall for. 
ever exclude the Fear or-Suſpicion 
.. . ofa Divorce. And by this inno- 
Wy 'F | 


hs, "Y 


_—_—— EC 


Dedicatory. 


cent and honourable Polygamy, may 
Your Lordfhip be Bleſſed with-a 
Beantiful-Offfpring of ſuch excellent 
and amiable Virtues, as may fup- 
port the Honour of Tour Name, 
and be the growing Glory of Your 
Houſe. 

Theſe Excellencies, Wiſdom and 
Virtue, which I have here preſent- 
ed. before: Your Lord(hip, are of 
more than 'Nohle Deſcent, of Di- 
vine- Original, the Offfpring of the 
aencreated Goodneſs... But 1 fear that 
(as ſomerimes the incarnate Viſdom 
of God) they find but' little Re- 
gard{ amongſt. che greater. Part of 
the Sons of Meni-'; And therefore 
that their Reception (partinny 
inour own Country, tor, its fingu- 
lar Honour and Advantage) ma 
be anfwerable--to thew ic Digai,: 


have. 


The £Epiſtle 

have endeavour tounvailtheir ex- 
cellent Beauty, and manifſt+their 
ſingular Uſefulneſs, in the follow- 
ing Diſcourſe ; which (though its 
Meanneſs rakes it even afraid of 
Appearance, yet imboldned by the 
Allurance of the Goodneſs .of” the 
Defipn, \ and® Seaſonableneſs:of the 
Endeavour) I ' do here humbly 


-offer:to /Your/Lordfhips;Bland. . 
To accept or! "[afPre 20 
from ſo..mean a Perſon, will, be-an 


AT of: Ehaulity,;. 0 
Great Excumplerof that: = 
which'is' $27 ova commended. to bf 


amen, avill-be; a feupulgr: Glory. bt 

243: Dicbins danza: :m:rias. Dif. 
| RE to-vurCoun- 
a by fo FIOMS UN 5m] 


So ſhalt” FER 
a Great = te among/t 
Stars :- neither 
Glory: fuffer an Erle in 
it ſelf, but ſhine a a kicker Oih 
amongſt thoſe fair Lights, which 
adorn ' thoſe: glotious:: Manfions,, 
wherein ' the Soverazgd: Goodue 
reigns in+eternal Glory.: © | 
Ma ay Wiſdom lo conduc Your 
Lordſhip in all Your Afairs, and 
Virtue {x adorn and beautify all 
Youx Actions, that You may be - 
Fe TO of Torr "Hine , and 
Ornament of Tour Countrey ; that 
having planted Virtues to a.hap- 
py thriving on Earth, and ga- 
thered their- pleaſant Fruits in 
Praiſes and Proſperities, you may 
at length be carried up in. Tri-- 
umph, by glorious ns xt into 


cavVen, 


Delta VR 


The Epiſile, ec: 


: wh Henith, theo be ic with 


immortal Glories, in- the Kingdom 
of: God. Way the Splendour 
of:/Your :Lordſhip 


s Virtue: and 
Goodneſs be: ſo great, that the 
Spreading Raies. thereof may co- 
ver- your! whole Countrey , and 
extend” their. ler dving Light 
even to BA... 3 remote Obſcurities 


of, 
+ 
My Lord, 


'T our Lardſbipe moſt nat 


aud moſt Obſequious Servant, 


XS: TTES 0 1c 
| THO. WILLIS. 
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Reader, 


JD Horgh the. fallewinig. Diſcturſe be direBfol 
-#.: t0: the Natives of -ene-Country; - the” ſub- 


je@ af it is the Great: Concern of al}. men. AP 
men' do certainly Deſire. to be Happy « but no 
man can poſſibly be ſo, unleſs be become truly Wile. 
Now the certain Way.and Means: to.acquire W#/- 
dom, and then to improve. it in the Exeroiſo of 
Religion and Virtue, for the Attainment of true 
Happineſs, && preſcrib'd iz the following Diſ- 
courſe. 
Man is a noble piece of ative. Earth, being 
animated with that immortal Fire, which at 
firſt came down from Heaven, and inſþirits him 
to thoſe Motious, which conduce to the Preſerua- 
tion and Perfetion of his Being. The Soul of 
man is. a Spark of Heavenly. Fire, which at firſt 
was kindled by the || Breath'of God, ani js a 1:21: 
Principle of thoſe AFions, whereby he diſcovers 
the Excellency of his Nature, an _— of 
his Origitga, In this little Spark, incloſed by the 
* Hand of God, iv 4 \|curious Frame, '4 Body ft- vpcy1.yyg, 
ly orZaniz'd for Aion, there is both Lightand nz. . 
. Heat:z Light for aPprehienſian, and Heatrfor AQ i- \l-139 
on, Gad bath given to wan. as well an apprehen- * 
five, Minde, as 4» ative Spirit; © Herewpon, if 
- B ec 
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«Fs ne 
WY rding to tis Nature and Feing, upon 
e Excellency of things, he 

the Purſuit 0 the moſt excellent 4 
xVitrucs; which are apt 
"and Life, and. fewd to'tx 
. ze of Howfour and Happin fe: 
is th: great Work of every man in the. World. 
And. there fore, | 0 man, w oſoever thon art, 24 


Nu: 


« bis _—_ on. of ' 


.« earneſt.in 


Bw the things which'\arge 
NES e my fly endeanonr the Adgni- 
E:24 of ther: ongſt theſe Excellent * 
inments wink thu _ be - rw d Bhat, is 
wh excelin, worthy of thy greateſt 
ot, To this thou -urt di- 


; | wot the. wing 2 wifonſoby. an *nfall;ble 
* Proy. 4« 'Oradle, ſr Yolo e. words, * Willi 6 


_ -the Principal. thitg © therefore get "Wiſdom, 
and with all thy getting get Underſtanding. 
x #iſdom is indeed the principat Excell 
being the , moſs \pleaſaut, the moſt 
ard the maſt Jutiofetay y of all At 
Wiſdom (jaith the Divine Philoſopher ) will 
|'H-rgie Make a man proſperous and happy in all wa: 4 l 
nulex And. ſhed os the. Kingly Preacher , 
way and Money. is a Defence : batchetx- 
Sbedens cellency of Knowledge is, that Wiſdom giverh 
—w—k " Life to them that haveit*. 'Tis Wiſdom that 
*Eccl JT we give. you 4 ,excellency Frag pv men, 
- 12> aud, mike Pd Foen 195 togels 2 
| Ggak.. EG *f MCY 8 t ger of 
Bu iba haoweriMr Park »f 74 
| Place of her» Habitution ? - Though 


, 48 
oble, 


ie 


"me, Or the 
you ſhould 


88 to the Centre af vor Exrth; or 4ive to. the 


To the Reader. 

Bottom of the Sea ||, you could: not find thir ige | Job 4 
© eſtfmeable Treaſure 5: thaugh you Seridaatle 2s 1314 
"the: Stars of Heaven, you cond not-reachitathe 
Throne of. Wildom.. #i/depr. ſets. her Throne 
above the Stars,” and raigns in that Region, gf 
Light; wherein God himiclf dwells*, Byt af * prov. x. 
bis ' Appointmeyt. bg: deſcends. front her  bigh 2: 
Throne,” and, makes th4 cath af man her hgeble: > 
Seat. But then man wuſt rake his Approaches *: 
to God, in the Exerciſes of Religion and, Piety. 
In theſe Paths. you ſhell arrive at the Throne of C. 
Wiſdom, 'aud ſbe will fat nper your Head a Roy- 
ol Diadem of Beauty; 4. reſpkendent Crowa,of 

ory. \ | 
Widew cannot. poſſubly be ſeparated from Pic- 
ty,. and the Vixtues of « good Lite, . For he that 
Loo. God to bg. the higheſt Being and chief: 
e 


Good, if þe do nat honour and obey bim, that 
may at length attain that Happineſs, which 
lies im/#he full Fruition of him, is not wiſe; yea, 
he :is guilty of the greateſt Folly, in that he neg- 
Je@s the: onely Mean, by which he might attain 
the higheſt Happineſs. The Sum then may as foot! 
be dijrob d of bis Beams, as Wiſdom van be dt- 
veſted of the Raies of Religion and Sandtity, 
. which. crow it, in all Conditions, with' 4 cox- 
ſpiewoes..Glargp. oo «Jon 
\Certainly, Atheiſm and Irrcligion,Sin and Wigh- 
.ednelk ( a5 1 have endeavonr d, though but in few 
words, \t8 evince in toe following Sermon Ys the 
greatulthally tr the World. [tis Goo thatmyge us, 
-avd darwerurfelves ||, 4449 him we line agd | flies, 
-move, and have our\bcing,}, ond yet The Kopl 3,0 
B 2 hath 28, I 


\ &*RX;; 


0, UE55 CI22e, 1 RI 
OS, op To the Reader. | 
4 Pal. r4. hath aid in his Heart, There isno Cod]. How 
3; © Ad £0 


7Ww onde tr this Folly! The'wrath of 
eal'd from Heaven* aguinft the fins of 
ariows: Plagues and Puniſhments; and 


[| Prov. 14--ye# Fools -make a Mock at Sin]. As a mad man, 

?'.. .* who caſteth Fire-brands,, Arrows and Death - 

- "fa #1 he who thrower out Oaths, Citrſes, and Blaſ- 

«*pherviter; "and ſaith, Ami not T inSport *? Theſe 
"mew pley with Lightning, and mock the might 

Thunder, and ina-proud 8corn, open their wu 

* ed Breaſts to the flaming Arrowey of the Al- 

 wighty. They ders: « Religion, ſeoff ## Devo- 

tion, laugh and jeer the Kirthes of Temperance, 

Sobriety, Chaſtity out of Countenance, Theſe wer 

came forth upon the Stage, and ſo demean then- 

ſelves, as if they accbunted it the bigheft. Wiſ- 

dom to'aQt the greateſt Folks, -5# the 83ght of 

'God, and Angel;, and Men. "For they-fland up- 

on #heir Heads and Shake their Heels againſt 

Heaven, They bear themſelves upon the Strength 

of their Reaſon: and Parts, inthe Comempt of 

'Religion-and Picty'3' as if they acconnted it a - 

 Phece of Gallantry to' dare' Heaven by the Inſo- 

Ii Pet. 3. Tency of their Crimes, and to awake|| lumbring 

S Vengeance to their own DeſiruFion. Now are 

not theſe men guilty of great Folly and Mad- 

neſs? What Folly is it in a. mortdl. man 40 lif 

ha i Flagiof Defiance againſt 4lwighty Gow ! 

all a- poor Worm that erawls in the- Duſt, or 

Moth that fretra Garment; contend with a Man? 

Alas t he can inſtantly ample 'the'Withme under 

his Feet, and crumble the Motto "Duſt with 

his Eingere.. "\Greater is the Diſproportion which 

@. 


— 


To the Reader. 

« mortal man bears to the Mighty God. More 
eaſily. can be turn the ftrooget man into Duſt, 
and throw the ſtouteſt Sinner into Hell. A man 
therefore muſt waſh his Heart from Wickedneſs ||, || Eze. 4. 
and his Hands in Innocency * ; he: muſt repent 44 


of his Sins, and reform his Life, orelſe (though he ” = 


ſoould be ' admir'd by all men ſor the Greatneſs 


of his Wit) he can never atain to the leaſt De- 
gree of true Wiſdom. 

Thas you ſce Impicty is utterly inconſiſtent with 
this' Divine excellency. And therefore if you 
do deſire to become truly Wiſe, you maſt reſolve 
to become really Religious. But then when you 
have attain'd any Degree of m_—_ let" is be 
your chief Care to retain it, as the moſt excellent 
Poſſeſſion, the richeft. Treaſure in the World. 


. There is a certain © Tradition, that Solomon » x, cod 


bqd a Ring, which while he preſerved (as Sam- 4rab. Pine 
ſon his Hair he retain'd a ſingular Excellency 
of Wiſdom ahove all other men. Bud being over 


 amorows towards certain Women, they robb'd 


hin at once of a dpuble Treaſure, his Ring and 
Wiſdom. Wiſdom is an Excellency of the 
Mind : *tis not ſo much darkned by any thing, 
as by the Luſt of the Fleſh. The Suns Glories 


- wre- obſcur'd by the Foggs that riſe from- the 


Earth : and the Lights of Wiſdom are obfuſcat- 
ed, and at length extinguiſhed, by an Indul- 
gence of ſenſual Appetites and Inclinations: 
An therefore be careful (as becomes Citizens of 
Heaven, who are Filgrims and Strangers on 
Earth) to abſtain from thoſe fleſhly Luſts, which Saad 
war againſt the Soul |]. Dont for the baſe and Orgs 
| ſordid. 


Ih. | To the Reader. 
ſordid Pleaſure of Sin, hazard-the Loſe of that 
Excellency,which is your Crown and Glory. Live 
in the ſerious Exerciſe of Solid Picty,' ard all 
oye 0997 Virtues, here on Earth, and you fhall 
at length be admitted to the Participation of 
Everlaſting Pleaſures, i» the Preſence of God, 
; in Heaven. That no man, who ſhall ogy rf 
Lines, may fall ſhort of this Felicity, this Di{- 
courſe of Wiſdom, as 4 Lamp lighted from the 
8un, is here held forth by the Hand of 


- London, A Servant of Himwho * 
Dec. 7+ 1675+ IND 
| is the Saviour of then, | 


THO. WILLIS. 
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 EXCELLENCY | 


Prov.TV. 7,8, g. 


VII. W iſdom is the principal thing, theres 
fore. get Wiſdom :. and with all thy get- 
ting get Underſtanding. 

VHE. ' Exalt ber, and ſhe ſball promote thee : 
ſbe ſball bring thee to Honour, when thou 
doft embrace ber. 

IX. She ſhall grve to thine Head an Orna- 
ment of Grace a Crown of Glory fhall 

. ſpe deliver to thee. 


OD. is the "Vi g and End of 
v +: AL Tbiogs., With Him (as it be- 
| FoRS us} 'this Day: to 


his Glory,, as our ul- 
1t behoves us to di- 


Wer. = 

ae he AAipn mug Fad, and of our whole 
;1f Thi, ce Tic hall be mor, 

we Boy be Bleſſed 


o:God we owe our ing, ang 4 mer tha 
BOY Ina #8908 Land, and 1a.& pleaſant _ 


{ 


#7 6: |. Lhe elenc of Wifdom. 
FT." ate Ge" OSonery: the" Eden-of England and 
therice transfered vs, for-our better; Being, in- 
to the Great Citpof the-Land, \which by its ſud- 
den Riſe, in fo Roch $ endour, from its wo- 
"Ws ful Ruines, is become the : Wonder of the World. 
- Ta, Him {give we the Glory of out Being 
ant Bfotherhood, the Praiſe of all the Bleffings 
which contribute _to_ our preſent Well-being, 
and courage our Hopes of future Bleſled- 
nets. KG if + hy 
This is our Work, this our Dutyat this Time, 
and your appearance (my much Honoured and 
Beloved Countrimen) in this Place, is a-vifible 
Pledg of your Readineſs and Reſolution to -per- 
form it. Forthatye may give unto God the Glo- 
ry due unto his Name, ye are this Day come unto 
bis Houſe, and are here ready to hearken to his 
Holy Oxacles, that ye may-be inform'd, what is 
wage * molt excellent, moſt acceptableto Him, and moſt 
_; :- - - honourable for your ſelyes, in the Diſcharge of 
OY _ your Duty. 
Many excellent things have been recommend- 
ed to you by the Miniſters of his Holy Wyſte- 
ries upan the Itke Occaſion, who have all 


om 


ht 


| *voured to retoriithet pick =} [xg 
8 bf | Which would render you the Wortbies'of your 


atrey, 
Re. »þ 7 ; 15a 
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The Excellency . of Wiſdom, | 
Country, the moſt accompliſht Perſons for Ex- 
cellency.and Goodneſs. After them al-I come 
forth-this Day, and tell your every one from the 
Mouth of the Lord, Wiſdom is the principal 
thing 5 therefore,” &c. Here's, | 
-.' Au Encominm of Wiſdom; She is commend- 
ed to. us as the moſt excellent of all things; 
Wiſdom is the principal thing. Dull Mortals! 
Degenerate Mankind ! Do men diſcern the Glit- 
ter.of Gold, the ſparkling Luſtre of Gems, the 
Beauty and Sweetneſs of Gain, as one'of the 
faireſt Flowers in the Worlds Garden, and can 
they not diſcern ' the Excel/ency of Wiſdom, 
without a: Verbal Encomium? Are © things 
brought to that paſs, that ſhe muſt bring: her 
Letters of Commendation with her from Hea-- 
yen, of ſhe can hardly find Entertainment a- 
mong({t men upon Earth? Muſt ſhe have her 
Herald go before her to prepare her Way, 
by proclaiming her Excellency?- However now 
we are utterly inexcuſable if we do not give her 
an agreeable Entertainment, when we are in- 
form'd of her Quality, and told ſhe-is the prin- 
cipel thing, (he holds the Principality amongſt 
thoſe Virtues, that ennoble, enrich, and adorn 
the 'Mind- of man. : - « 6 | 
Il. Ar earneſt Perſwaſion,  backt with hou: 
ments, to endeavour the Acquiſition and Im+ 
provemeat of this Excellent Virtue 3 Therefore get 
Wiſdom ;, ——|Exalt her, and ſbe ſhall promote 
thee. —— This 'is the Counſel and Advice of 
the Holieſt of Kings, David, recommended to ' 
us by the: Yiſeft of Men —— 'Tis to 

i a 


+a gw at . % 
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Lhe Extellency- of Wiſdom. 
a. threefald-A&t; r. to. Acquire; 2. Exalt, an® 
3. Embrace Wiſdom. 

t.. To bediligent in the endeavonrs for the: 
Acquilitiow of Wiſdoms, Therefore get Wiſdom, 
and with all thy getting get Underſtanding, te: 
make it thy chief . Deſign and. conſtant". Erj- 
deavonr, who purſueſt any Excellency, any 
Advantage on Earth, to get Wiſdom, as thae 
which is moſt excellent and advantageous: 

.. 2. To give her the Preheniinence, inthe: Go- 
yernment. of all the Ations of our Life. Which 
Advice is backt with an Argutnent, 4 Propo- 


'fal and Afurance of Honour and Eſtimation, 


which ſhall accrue to- a man thereby ; Exalt her, 
and ſhe ſhall promote thee, Wildom ſeems to 
ſay to.-men, what the God. of Wiſdom ſaid 
toFlis Them that honour me I will honoxr < 
win they that deſpiſe me ſhall be lightly eſfteem- 
ed ||. | 

- To entertain her with the greateſt Kind- 
neſs, Familiarity and Endearment that may be; 
to take her into the Arms and Boſom-embraces. 
of the Soul. To this, Honour and Ornament 
1s afſur'd, Glory and Renown. She ſhall bring: 
thee to Honour when thou doſt embrace her. 
She ſhall give to thine Head an Ornament of 
Grace = a Cronn of Glory ſhell ſhe deliver to thee. 


| She ſhall procure to thee that Praiſe and Elſti- 
_ mation, which will be to thee as a graceful Or- - 


nament, as a glorious Crown. Man is the King: 
of, all. Cregtures 3. the wiſe man is a King. a- 
mongſt men, and the Glory of Wiſdom is his 
Erown.. Tis Wiſdom will. incircle —_—_— 
1 igl 


The Excellency of Wiſdom. 5 | 
"bright Glories on:Eatth, and entitte thee to Ho- 
"nour and Happineſs in Heaven. | | 
And now beholdT have'ſet 4 noble Prize be- 
fore you, and would fain perſivade you to a . 
generous Conteſt for the Attainment of it, The 
Conteft whetein' I would engage 'you, is to ex- - 
cell in Wiſdom: the Prize is ay Ornament of 
Grace, a Crown of Glory. 
To make plain'the way before you, I ſhall 
' 1., Enquire what Wiſdom is. © 
-  ; 2 $hew you wherein the excellency of 
--* * this Acquiſition lies. Anker (: 
3. Make'it plainly appear that this excel- 
' lent Endowment is attainabte, and ſhew 
| yon by what Means. | 
* "And'then 'T ſhall. endeavour to petſwade:you 
every-one to Diligence in the Uſe of the Means 
for the Attainmeat of ſo excellent a Virtue. All 
with a Deſign to advance you to ſuch a Degree 
of Excellency and Goodneſs, that ,ye may be 
the Glory of your Native Country, and the Or- 
rament of this great City, adding to the Splen- 
dour of -its Riches and Honour, the Luſtre of 
Wiſdom and Virtue, | | 
* This is the Work which' now lies before'us, 
in the Management whereof Tam oblig'd, * 
; I. To enquire, and to give you' an. Accompt 
what Wiſdom is. By the ancient Philoſophers 
(who are follow'd by ,the Greek” Fathers) is 
is thus defin'd; 11dom tr the Knowledge of i Soaie 
4 dakar 3 driearirar haſh doch, #9 vir Grfas. «Atm, gm 
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2 Rerdes Knowledge: of the moſt 
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the Nature and Cauſes, both of things- Divine 
Or, * 'Tis the Underſtanding and 
excellent thingr, , But 


$/'71a4- this is but anexcellent kind of Speculative Knom- 


WTETOY, 


Arift #. 


 prebenſion 


ledee, which may be in the Mind of a man ut- 
terly deſtitute of true Wiſdom. Wildom.is cer- 


.. tainly « prafick, Excellency, a. Virtue that. d1- 


res and influences our Ations, to the Attain- 
ment of the moſt excellent Ends. It's as the 
Light of the Sun, which is accompanied with 


Wiſdom then is an excellent, EnergeticalVirtue 
of the Mind of man, whereby, upon a cleer A 
4 right Judgment of things, the 
whole Soul is carried out, in a well govern'd 
Order, in an earneſt and conſtant Pur ſuit of the 
moſt excellent Attainments. , | 

[a this Deſcription I have given you the live- 
lieſt PourtraiFure that I can of this excellent 
Virtue. Be pleaſed to peruſe her ſeveral Linea- 
ments, and while I unyail her amiable Excel- 
lencies, keep your Eyes fixt upon her Beauty, 
till you find her Image impreſt upon your 
Soul. | 

She is er excelent Virtue of the Mind of man. 
Man is the _nobleſt Creature in the Univerſe; 
the Soul is the nobleſt Part of man 3 the Under- 
ſtanding, is the nobleſt Power of the Soul; and 
Wiſdom is the nobleſt Virtue. of that Pow- 
er, .the moſt beautiful Embelliſhment of the 
Mind of man. by, | 
, Other Virtues are for the-moſt part ſeated in 
the Will, and their Office is the Moderation and 

"ht | | Govern- 


- that 5; apr Aon fruQtifeth che Earth. 
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er of the Soul, the Mind ar + Vin 
man, and thence ſends forth hear al 
the Powers and Metiens.ofithe:Sou],; the Atti- 
ons and [ntereſts of the' whole. Life. - There ſhe 
ſirs as 4 Queen, and is: atterided; with. an ho- 
nourable Train of excellent Virtues. Temperance 
ands on her right Hand, and: Patience on her 
left., Fortitude, Juſtice,” Clemency: and Good- 
zeſi Ttand: before her Pace, ad "aemility fits 
at her feet, and when ever ſhe-ſtirs abroad,; Con- 
tentwent attends all hier Motions.” Thus ſhe 
is truly .hanourable in. her Atteadants; and in 
_all:her Appearances, a and makes him -thatycu- 
.tertains konqurable and happy« 
She is an Emergetical Virtue, -powerfully ape- 2. 
rative. , She gives not only, a direQive Light, 
but. {heds- forth allo ſuch a+ mighty. Iofluence, 
as makes the Motions. of the Seul.and. Ations 
wy Life ble, Ih _ hb F 
She proceeds upon « clear e aft Y 
right Judgment of things. For the wiſe Bans ; 
Eyes are in his Heads but the Kagh wolAg1h i ie _— 3. 
Darkeeſs | wg v1 boagtifolg's of 74 
Hereby- the whole Soul: ont, ina 4b 
well govern'd Order, in an. . 
Purſuit of the moſi Gre Areas 
18 a; threefold ASg.9 «$44: Bo). ; | 
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| Ntajoment DEJkrix 

' »if And: thiol have fem line Wiſdom hi: 

-Come''we. now! ark 16 24,0 

- | 1]::Wherein the? cftoncyio Wiſtlotn 4ies. 

» TheExcellency« of things adventitious'to the 

Effence or i Beivg:of men, lies: in their ey 
-\nels; de Subſenthcies to his' Well-b&ng and 

» Bleſſedneſs: 'Thoſerhings which give him | S8nþ- 

port, >Defenee, and Luſtre it the Eyes '6f the 

World, 'afe- comfnonly 'accounted excellent. 

; Such" are! Riehes,. Power a_ agy'S ' Riches 

-are'a Suppbre Power cfefite, THoforr 'm 

Ornament to = giving aLuſtreto their Pet- 

.- _ -ſons and Atﬀtions:/ Theſe. men'are wont to putr- 

ſue with' 'tauch Farneſtneſs, as moſt excelent 

. Attaruments, fecing the render: them! as Princes 

amongſt the Poor,0 at Gods among mien. | 

- - But now the Excell /of/Wifſdom, which 

: 7 it a Preheminence' all theſe extrin- 

Acceſſions,: lies in this, that'it.conduces to 

the Perfection ofthe Nature:vf advances 

4 -bim to a Similitude to the moſt high Go 'and 

___ to'th&[ubrivk of the chicfeſ Good, 

him-Poſieſſion of the higheſt Hap- 

Tk. : hw wol gr 6 things on Earth are 
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The Excellengyof Wiſh  o& 
the Beatifickh Viſor of- God:ingGlory: >Ehbugh 

Fang yn Ea oh fl wath 

great Earneſtneſs, and eſteem'd Excellent, #7 

ax is the principal thing, 'tis much more cx- 
CELICNt.., Fo TY A 94% vs; Ul mubt'\N 

1, Wiſdom is better, than Riches*x. Riches * =1i« 9 
are a comfortable Acceſſoryta the Animal Life Jour, 
Wiſdom makes a mar almoſt equal- with An+:urgv- 
gelical Beings, Heuce 'twas ſaid of David, Ay Avg 
Lord kþe King 3s as an Ange! of 'God }},i\1 Now 18. 27.8 
what's the/Lifc of a Beaſt-to the aftiwveRxceNency 4: 1729+ 
of an. Angel? Certainly a Wiſe manghough withs 

out Wealth, does as much excel. a Rich man, 

without W:{dom, as an Angel doeg-an Aſs laden 

with Gould,, Thou haſt Wiſdem' and: :warteft 
Riches,z anocher. has Riches and: wiaats. Wiſdoan! 

Now tell me, Canſt rhou'be content tor bartet 
Condrc1ons, with him; to part with thy Wilks 

dom to be policſt of his Wealth 2: No,.*tis.1m* 
poſiible. ' , For hg is. already a. Foaly whe: cars | 
conſentto.ſuch,an Exchange. \- This muſt-naeds © © © 
extort a Confetlion from every one of you,” that 
Wiſdom is better than Riches, whick yet is. the 

golden .Oyl, ,which ſets all the Wheels of Adis 

oa. ..throughout the whole Worlq:in Moti 

On. { pow? A at B At 
There is: mot certainly a more nable Poſſeſſi*» 'Q,, 15 
on than that. of Wiſdom * . Riches n+ be < 
Addition, to'the outward Eftate +, Wiſdom: fglrire 
the Eanoblement of the:Mind of man. /Thewne Me. 
is but as, a Prop..ſct: to/'a cuinous- Houle: the: 
other as a-roze4t. Diadems ſetion. the Headrof a | 
Soveraign. Prince.. The'Excellancy of ai things © 


may. 
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ER bythe Loſs or Deprivation. 
tell me; to which would ye rather con- 
ſents; To have-an Eye pluckt out of your Head, 
or -to- have-a Skirt cut off from your Garment? 
Wiſdom is as the Eye of mans Soul, whereas 


"Riches, as 4'\ Skirt" of 's Garment; (are but an 
"Addition -to- his Eſtare, which oft-times are 


more a'Burden than an Ornameat. | 
Certainly the greateſt Excellency and Praiſe 


- of Riches 4s this, | that they are/good” I»ſiry- 
' ments of Virtue. Them Excellency then hes in 


their Uſe, -to'which they neither are, nor cat 
be apply'd without the Direftion of Wiſdom. 
Wiſdom then is the Principal thing, to which 
Riches-are ſubſervient, when 'they become the 
Means {of Glory to God, or Good to men. 
How. auch better then is it to get Wiſdom 
than Gold ? and to get Underſtanding rather to 


[ by fo. 16. ge choſen than: Silver ||? Yea Wiſaom (ſaith S0- 
' - Jlomon) 4s better than Rubies; and all the things 


Is 


® Prov. 8. +hat,aray be deſired are not to be compared tot *. 


And therefore, 


2. Wiſdomisto be prefer'd before Power. Pow- 
er, unleſs direted by Wiſdom, like the dread- 
fol Thunder) breaks all in pieces. As &' Sword 
it 4 med mans Hand, ſuch is great Power, 


which not being guided by Wiſdom; becomes 


the Inftrument of Rage and Folly. © Power with- 
'ont Wiſdom,” is bur as the firength of a. Beaſt, 

and: deſtructive. Wiſdom in War is 
more- Excellent (than: Power arid ſtrength. 4 
wiſe man (laith Solomon) ſcaleth the City of the 


{hn ey: Mighty]. » Victory: is ofter owing to & wiſe 


Condud, 


The Excel ency. of 3 V:ſdom. 224 
-ConduF, than the, bruitiſh Rrength of. An; un- 
govern 'd:Bbdy\of: People... 7 t; +1 
[Moreover , the. Power of '# eince is! his An- 
thority for the Goverament of his People. This 
is a Splendid and Noble Thing, an Excellency 
worthy. to:be Crown'd with) Honour :: But yet 
even this:muſt:give place 1oiWiſdoimn, as the 
greater Excellentyo.  Governivent is » properly 
the direftion of the a&ions of men to excellent 
ends for the Publick Goad;; Now hereuato 
two things; are requilite;\ Right and $kzl/, or 
an/abiliry 'ta.Jo/it- : The former withonc:the 
latter is altogerher infighiticant and uſcleſs; the 
latter (when they are conjoyn'd) is the Luſtre 
and Glory. of the former. Now the former, 
Right to-Govers, is Authoritys the latter, Sk;z// 
to do it well, is Wildam; This4henibeing the 
Praiſe and Glory of- the 'other,- 4s rendring it 
uſeful for the Publick Good, which is its. only 
Excellency, is. much. more Excellent. For that 
which makes /anotber | thingoexcellent;, \muit | 
needs be'more excellent-it Tt Power 'and 
Authority thea do owe; their Excellency and 
Uſe, fulneſs ro Wiſdam, Wiſdom: thar applyes 
them to their proper.ends, mult needs. he much 
more excellent; \at1piſe.yrwit, kevketters th 
King: || ſayuthe' Hebrey+ldodprss 
they) if a e man die, there 


\The Excellency. of Wiſdom. 

3- Wiſdom excells Honor. 2, Honour: 1 vith- 
out Virtue is but ar empry: Title; bu Wi 
is'a real Excetiency,.2:rare. endowrment of/ the 
Mind of Man :: Where there is Virtue to- fup- 
wg Honour, there Honour is the Iaftre of Vir- 

But now Wiſdom is itſelf a moſt.exceltlent 
Vireue of the mind of Man-;\atd therefore as 
much az the ſubſtanceaf Gold'extells the ſhine, 
ſo much does Wiſdom excell Honour: 

Honour is but wy eſtimation of Excellency, 
or rather ſome extripfick Teſtimony of that E- 
ſtimation ': - But Wif is areal /Excellency, 
which gives an #»trinfeck Worth 'and Value to 
the Mind of Man, and therefore is.much to be 
preferr'd before that Honour 'which ſtands. in 
ſome outward ar WOES; a % What's. a 
Gilded Title'to a Noble-Mund,- or arlittle popy- 
lat Air, to that Excellency-of Spirit, which ren- 
ders-a-man ufefull for the Publick ? 

But if aty- are delighted with the ſhine. of 
Gold, let them poſſeſs them(elves of that bright- 
fac'd Mettal,, abd' the: they-may pleaſe them- 
ſelves as much av they will with its ſhining /lq- 
ftre. Do ye delight'in Honour? feck for Wiſ- 
dom, omg Hooour Tring not fail » attend you : 

fer, Wa. promgte thee 5:8hefbef/ 
40" Rowour'y when thew mf _ 
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The Excellency of Wiſdom. 11 
you bare ſeen, where that; Excellency of Wiſs 
dom lies, which juſtly denominates hex #be Prim- 
cipal thing : 1 come now to prove; 

 , Ji; That this Excellency.{is. attainable, and 
to ſhow you by what means you way attain it. 

The Thnone .of Wiſdom 1s an High, and this 
World may ſcem to: be, lk as the Stage on 
whey Ped i come to ge her part : Wiſdom is 
O great an Excellency; that jt may well be que- 
ſtion'd; whether it gan be found: on, Earth -: Yet 
certaialy this Excellency 1s attaigable. .Jf we 
be but ſerious and conſtant in our Eadeavours, 
we may come to have our Souls advra'd with 
1108 crawn;d,wath,the: Glories. of 
Wildon. . Pom" io 9ldeego tf yg Aw 
+ ,I. Tis not ſure ip vain; that the Wiſe Man 
doth here commend Wiſdom to us, and exhort 
us to the moſt earneſt Endeavours to acquire it : 
Wiſdom is the principal tbing 5 therefore get 
Wiſdom, and with all thy gatting- get Duder- 
ftauding. God is-not wont to delude men, in 
commanding them to ſeek that, which he is re-' 
folv'd he will deay, or knows they cannot at- 
tain,, , This Excellency Wildom /is then certain: 
ly attainable, ; -  ;; creat ets Het: 

2. God has aſlign'd unto Men that Work ia 
the World, which cannot poſſibly þe done with- 
out Wiſdom ;z and yet if it be not done, he has 
ſubjected, them to an,Jnevitable Necelity of | 
bearing his Wrath, and þ&ing-.eternally;miſe« | Pam 

rable, Wiſdom is the * ' fix(t{ Prigeiple of Re- pro. J. 7. 

ligion and Piety, whereby Man gives, unto God -x4 * hy 

the Glory due unto his Name. || This is hisgreat 5 5; 

| D 2 Work 
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Fg in- this Fuſe pong ptr q 
thus honour God on Earth, muſt <honeh no 


Glory nor i toner in Heayen :- What then 
roman, es he'muſt bear bis vogk Guile, 
and God's os 


not! attai tim! 
this would be br Hi eſt but a crue! dGen 
of the EternaF'deſtruftion” of all SEE 
whieh is uttetly” ine<tifiſtent” with:'the 
Philanttitopy; the 'effetitial Gooddtels' of od, 
and his le Live to'Man t And hire 
fore true Wiſdom is certainly attainable. 

3. God hath given to Man a Rational Soul; 


furniſlfwith's Hert Powets aculties, 
wer th cen of the moſt Entlow 
ments, an greeable Ations, as a Poweriof 


diſcerning betint Good and Evil; 'the Under» 
fanding : and a Power of chooſi ing the Good, 
and refuſing the Evil z the Will. \ How far theſe 
Faculties are impeded b 'the depravation of Na- 
twre, and again' relieved by 'the aids of Grace, 1 
ſhall not now diſcourſe. / Certain it is, To know 
and diſcern is eſſential to the Underſtanding : 
to clisoſe Aential to the: Will.\ Here- 
© by God hat | given to Man an immetliate'capa- 
. city of Wiſdom, which ſtands'in the knowledge 
of excellent things, the propoſal of excellent 
ends, and , ae Choice and Uſe of the moſt pro- 
- per means or of thoſ& ends. ' He 
that lives yo Uſetof his Reaſon in the ex- 
erciſe of theft Nobl#” Powets of his Foul, is, in 
ſome degree, Wiſe. He that applyes his Under- 
- I9Þ to the Knowledge of that which God 
| reveals . 


The Excellency of Wiſdom. WL 
reveals to: be good for Man, and imployes all 

his Powers inthe diligent and conſtant proſe- 
cution of it, hath attain'd' to- true Wiſdom. 
This Method is- ſo Natural, this Motion is ſo 
agreeable, that it cannot 'but plainly appear, 
that this Excellency, this rare Endowment of 
the Mind of Man, Wiſdom-and Underſtanding 

is attainable, 

Neither need-I inſiſt on the Means, by which 
it may be attajn'd, ſeeing that has already been 
declar'd in ſome meaſure in the foremention'd 
Proofs and Inſtances of its attainableneſs : IT 
ſhall only add, True Wifdom may be attain'd 
by th Means : | | 

I." A due Government of a Man's ſelf. He 
that. would attain Wiſdom, muſt not permit an 
Ataxy in his own Soul : He muſt not ſuffer the 
Inferiour Powers thereof to Uſurp an Empire 
and Regency over the Superiour. He muſt 
carefully maintain the Right and Power of Rea- 
fon in the Government of the Appetite-and Pal- 
tions, The ſenſitive Powers mult be ſtrictly 
held in ſubje&ion to the Rational : Keep Rea- 
for in her Throne, and She will ſoon be inur'd 
to the Government of all the motions of the 
Soul, the ations of the Life, according to the 
Rules of Wiſdom. 

2. A ſeriows || conſideration of a Mans State. || Deut.33. 
There's an Eternal State of Happineſs or Miſery ** 
remains for every Man after death, according 
to his demeanour in this Life.” The Wicked, ,,_ . 
ſhall be tormented it1* Eternal Fire - the Righ- ut... ” 
teous ſhall || ſhize as the 8un, in the JOU [Nate 19 
OT - 


{| x Cor. 2. 
LOG 


| The Extellency of Wiſdom. 
of a _ſyperexcellent Glory,, which ſhall -never 
ſuffer Yen Eclipſe 'Now a Holy and Vir- 
tuous Life is the Way and Means to this State 
of Excelleat Glory... The lively conſideration 
hereof mult needs be of mighty Power and+in+ 
flyence to incline a man to the choice and uſc 
of theſe Means, in order to fo excellent an end : 
And herein lies Man's true ongrorm 
\-3- A: diligent ſtudy of the Holy Scriptures ; 
Hereio are ee uy Hs Jar of God, where- 
in his hiddea Wiſdom is reveal'd to Men. The 
Holy Bible is the Book of Wiſdom. Of this 
bleſſed Book may be truly faid, that which 
(not without great vanity) wes infcrib@} upon 
the Tomb 'of Pherecydes the Syrian; * Here 


- lies Wiſdom in its higheſt aj xr That 


Wiſdom which ſhineth in its higheſt Glory, 
amongſt Angels in Heaven, here diſcloſcth it ſelf 
in its amiable and moſt attractive Beauties to 
men on Earth. By Meditation on God's Teſti- 
monies Holy David became || wiſer than his 
Enemies, wiſer than the Ancients, wiſer than his 
Teachers, whoſe Office it was to teach him Wil- 
dom : The Holy Scriptures. are able to make 4 
man wiſe to Salvation : * Herein God hath ſee 
before us, and propoſed unfo us thole things, 
im the Knowledge and Praftiſe whereof ſtands 
that True Wiſdom, which is Man's greateſt 
Excellency and Glory. The Holy Goſpel is.the 
manifeſtation of the Wiſdom of God in a- My- 


ery, even the hidden Wiſdom, which God Or- 


dain'd before the World unto our Glory. || The 
wiſeſt men that ever were in the world, who 
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” &*. 


were not unmediately inſpired by God, ow'd - 


their Excellent Wiſdom to the ſtudy of his Holy 
Word. That great Oracle of Wiſdom, and State- 
Politie, the Lord Yerulam, confeſt he ow'd his 
Wiſdom to the Works of Solomon, particularly 
the Book of the Proverbs. The Holy Scrt- 
ptures are. that Greet Light, which God hath 
ſet up and appointed to give the Light of Wiſ- 
dom to the Rational World. 

And thus you ſee by what Means this Excel- 
lency, that ſo ennobles the mind of Man, may 
be attain'd. 

Now me thinks every one of you ſhould be 
inflam'd with a Generous Deſire of fo great an 
Excellency, and ſhould reſolve to be diligent 
and ſerious in your endeavours for the attain- 
ment' of it, It's an Argument of a baſe and 
mean Spirit to reſt in an inglorious {loth, when 
a man ts call'd to an Honourable Imploymenr. 
Behold, here's a Noble Defign, a Work wor- 
thy to engage all your Powers, though ye were 
the greateſt Princes on Earth, the Acquiſition 
of Wiſdom. Wiſdom is the greateſt Excellen- 
cy and Adornment of the Soul of Man, and ren- 
ders him amiable and illuſtrious in the fight of 
God. Wiſdom more adorns a King than His 
Royal Diadem, and redeems the meaneſt man 
from an unregarded Obſcurity ,. and. renders 
him truly Excellent and Honourable,.. A wiſe 
Man, though in never (o poor and mean Eſtate, 
is a bright Star, incircled: with his wits 
of Glory, and need not:envy the proudeft 
Princes their Secular Greatneſs and Honour. 


There. 


,®Job 28. 
hb $o——I1 D 


"The Excellency of Wiſdom. 
There are many things Excellent, Great, Glori 
ons in the worlds eye, which men are wont-to 
purſue with great earneftneſs, and would ac-,. 
count themſelves very happy in the acquiſition 
and attainment of them : But, Wiſdom is the 
principal thing ; therefore get Wiſdom, &c. Ex- 
alt her, and ſhe ſhall-promote thee, &c. 

Such is the Excetlency and defirableneſs of 
Wiſdome; and therefore, 1. Get Wiſdome-: 
2. Uſe Wiſdom : and 3. Let your Wiſdom be 


accompanied with thoſe Virtues and Graces, 


which may demonſtrate its Excellency and Glo- 
ry | 

1. Get Wiſdom 3 why ſhould you take up 
with any other acquiſition, when you are ca- 
pable of ſo great an Excellency? - What 1s it un 
the world 'on which men put the greateſt vas 
lue? Silver, Gold, Gems? Know, Wiſdom is 
more excellent and deſirable : It carnot be got- 
ten for Gold, neither ſhall Silver be weighed 
for the price thereof : Tt cannot be valued with 
#be Gold of Ophir, with the precious Onyx -or 
the Saphire : The Gold and Cryſtal cannot equal 
itz and the exchange of it ſhall not be for ” TY 
els of fine Gold. No mention ſhall be made of 
Coral or: of Pearls ;. for the price of Wiſdom is 
ebove Rubies '*' The Topaz, of Athiopia ſhall not 
equal it,” neither ſhall "it be valued with pure 
Gold,* The Gold of Ophir, the Topaz of A&- 
thiopia,theprecious Onyx and the Saphire, the 
Cryſtal 'and the Cor! #re? not, worthy to;be 
ompar'd to:Wiſdom. ' Did-men but know the 


worth of Wiſdom, the fineſt Gold, the faireſt 


Pearls, 
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Pearls, the richeſt Rubies, would find but (mall 
regard. Could the Excelleney and. Beauty of 
Wiſdom be ptefented to the eye of man; the 
fineſt Gold would ceaſe to ſhine, the faireſt 
| Pearls would-ſoon grow pale, and the. richeſt 
Rubies would bluſh for ſhame, as wholly van- 
quiſh'd by {o rare'a Virtue, and render'd of lit- 
tle or no value; .' | 

Wiſdom is the Excellency of the moſt Noble 
Beings 3 it's the Praiſe of Men, the Perfe&ion of 
Angels, the Glory of God : The Sun is the Glo- 
ry of the world, Light of the Sun :- God is the 
Glory of all Beings, Wiſdom is the Glory of 
God. Now how great an Honour 1s it for a 
Mortal Maw to be * /ike to the moſt High God, w—_— 
in that Excellency, which is his Glory |: To ,,; 4 
glitter\in Gold is accounted a great Glory; but 72 36. 
it's a far greater, to be an Earthly God, in the fn 5:2: 
Excellency of Wiſdom : Get Wiſdom therefore, dregyd- 
and with all your getting get Underſtanding. GET. 
For, - | Famd, : 
- 2.' Wiſdom will give the greateſt Excellency K 
to your'Perfons : 'Tis Wiſdom that arakes 4 '* 
Mans face to ſhine : || For it imprefles upon 
him @ Ray of the Glory of God : * Wiſe men nn 
0 Barth -are' like the ftars in Heaven, lay the * 
Hebrew Dodors.'* Certainly, Wiſdom excells I! o, 
Folly, as far as Light excells Darkneſs. * There's 6 
not more difference berwixt a Man and aBeaft, * Eccl 2 
than betwixt a Wiſe Man-and a Fool. Wiſdom '*' 
will' crown you with aha, ye Glory; 'twill 
make you as Princes among(t the People, as Ar 
gels amongſt men, > 


E 2. 'Twill 
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2. *Twill make you beneficial to others 'Tis 
the Glory of Man to be the Means of Good to 
many : 'Twas the Wiſdom of Jo/@ph,: which 
preferr'd him to that great Honour' ta ' #gyps, 
which gave him a mighty Capacity of dowg 
Good ;'and (o he became the Means of ſuſtain» 
ing his Fathers Family, yea, the whole/Land of 
AZgypt, and all the Neighbouring Countries -in 
the years of Famine. By Wiſdom ye may'not 
only promote the Welfare of your own Conntry, 
but alſo contribute to the Safety, Pract and: Hd+ 
our of the whole Kingdom. "Tis Wiſdom will 
make you living Images of the; great God, and 
mighty Inſtruments of Good to men, 543 

3. "Twill make you truly Happy and Ho- 

. nourable ; Happy in the, Favour of God, Ho- 
nourable in the Eſteem of Men. True Wiſdom 
is alwayes attended with a train of Excellent 
Virtues, and it intitles men to the higheſt Ho- 
nours, to Immortal Glories in the Kingdom of 
God. The Glory of Wiſdom out-laſts mens 
Life, and ſhall have a Refurtetion with their 
Bodies from the Grave : For when the Day is 
come, that the Dead ſhall riſe from the Duſt, 
then ſhall they that be Wiſe ſhine as the bright- 

Dan. 12. yeſe of the Firgwament ;|| in the'luſtre of: a ſu- 
+ perexcellent Glory, in the; Kingdom of God : 
Happy then is the Man that findeth Wiſdom, 
and the man that getteth Underſtanding - For 
length of dayes is in her right band, and in her 
* Prov. 3. left hand Riches and Honawr, *. Glory js the 
13 16, inheritance of Wiſdom ;.For-tho-wiſe ſhall-iu- 
berit Glory; when ſhame ſhall be- the promotion 


of 
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of Fools. ||. Get Wiſdom then, and with all your "—— 
getting get Underſtanding. Exalt Her, and She © 
ſhall promote thee; She ſhall bring thee to Ho- 
wonr, when thou doſt embrace Her + She fhall 
give to. thine Head an Ornament of Grate, «4 
Crown of Glory ſhall She deliver to thee. 

Be ſenſible of your wert of Wiſdom. It's not 
to be imagin'd, that he ſhould earneſtly endea- 
vour to get Wiſdom, who has an Opinion that 
he is already Wiſe : Be wot wiſe therefore, we 
your own conceits : || Let no man deceive higt yams. 
ſelf : If any man among you ſeem to be wiſe 15. 
"in this world, {'tis the Apoſtles Counſel ) let 
him become a Fool that he may be wifſe;s *. For * 1 Cor ;; 
he that thinks himſelf ſufficiently- Wife, 4s cer- '*: 
tainly a Fool : whereas he, who being ſeaſible 
of his Folly, ſeeks after Wiſdom, begins to be 
Wiſe. | 

Seek then after Wiſdom as the Principal Ex- 
cellency and ennoblement of your Nature : and 
that ye may attain it, 
| 1. Converſe with the Wiſe : For be that 

walketh with wiſe men ſhall be wiſe ; but a com- 
paniou of. Fools | ſhall be defbroyd + * This * pro. 1x. 
world is the Tewple of God + Wiſe Men are 2: 
Lemps, Which God hath lighted up therein. 
One Lamp may be lighted from another. From 
them ye may derive that Light of Wiſdem, 
which will make you to ſhine-in the eyes of 
God and Men : But know the #rxly virtzons are 
the only Wiſe. The Light of Wiſdom ſhines in 
a Holy Life, as a bright ſtar in a. ſerene skie. 
Chooſe then, Holy and Good Men for your 
E 2 intimate 
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intimate Companions, that through the Light 
and influence of their Communications and Ex- 
ample, you may learn Wiſdom by 4a living 
Law. Thus Holy David, F am a Companion 
of all them that fear | thee," and "of theme that 
keep thy Precepts. || Thele are as God's Myſtick 
Seals, b which he impreſles Wiſdom on the 
minds of men. ' 

2. Ask Wiſdom of God': For the LORD 
givetÞ Wiſdom, out of his month cometh Know 
tedge and Underſtanding. * - God is the Foun- 
tain of Wiſdom, being infinitely, effentially wiſe. 
Angels excel in Wiſdom : thete bright Lamps 
which burn before the Throne of God, were 
hghred up-by his Glorious Beams, To whom 
then ſhould. Man go, who wants and deſires 
Wiſdom, but to the All-wiſe God? "Tis He 
that hath ſaid, Ask; and it ſball be given you * 
Did the pooreſt man preſent know where: he 
might have Gold for asking, he would ſoon 
out-ſhine the Rich, and diſdain to fill his Trea- 
fury with any baſer Metal : But he that asks 
Gold of the Rich, ſhall but be derided for the 
inſolency-of his requeſt. - But, © If any 'vf you 
tack Wiſdom (which is better than- Gold!) let 
him ark of God, that giveth to all men. liberal- 
ly, and upbraideth not, and it ſhall be given 
bw. [| Thus did King Solowon become the 
wiſeſt man in the World. +: © {| 

3-: Engage your felves with all feriouſneſs in 
the exerciſe of a ſolid Piety, and the Virtues of 


' a Holy Life : For, The Fear of the Lord 3s the 


- 


have 


beginning of Wiſdom. : 4 good Underſtanding 
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have af they that do his Communidinentr. *\ Live * Pikka 


notthen at random ;. but make an Election ups "* 
on a due deliberation: of that courſeof Life, 
which, you apprehend. to; be '\moſt. excellent 
and-agrecable' to. the-Diyine- Will z1and. moſt 
conducible to your future>goad, yyonr .cternal 
happineſs : Bind your ſelf with the firmeſt'Re+ 


ſolutions, notwithſtanding all difficulties. and 


diſcouragements, to perkſt-in/this| way; tillyou 
attain your-end. ; Whem:you #rezagauldd with 
Temptations, remember /therjnat [ta@a@i ac 


cording to your preſent inclinations,” but ac» 


cording to. that Election you thave: made, thoſe 
reſolutions which.you have. fixed in: your: foul, 
ypon @ mature deliberation; : This i3/yaurkigh- 


Wiſdom, .to a& according to'th& Rules:of 


Virtue, with an unſhaken/ conſtaney., till you 
ſball. receive a. Crown of Glory. 
Fhus I have ſbew'd yow the way, and mans 
whereby ye muſt get Wiſdom. Naw,:o} 7 3c 
H. Learn to als Wiſdom :i-Let/ Wiſdom be 
your Guide in all your Affairs, and — 
ing. your directreſs. in all. your. y 


Be diligent, . ſcrious.and conſtants) Ee 


things wherein,true Wiſdom: deth »aC 
ur Seubfor 


ſemble all the Powers of yout 
poſe. The Sun, / Pr wy moves poten Hear 


vens, and as inceſlan ely ſhines 'on che Earth-z fo 


do ye in the Lights c 
incircted with Raigs: of Glory in the preſen 
God. Enter.theninto'the patharof Virtue, 


ye way (hiae in. the Lights of Widows. Debit 
from -NQ.s as the greateſt Y 


Wiſdom,:.qll-yeibalbbe | 


olly 5; belieye. 1 in 
7 Chriſt, 


= 


"4 


ih 


BT i Exe of Won. 
WY che zGoſpal; and ſubmit r6 His-Go- 
hat ye may ſecure the falvation of 


your Youu Banks which wt yer higheſt Wiſdom. 
.i-Let:your Wiſdom di it ſelf in your 
ite Piety towards Gotl4'2; Loyalty to the King; 
kod-3. Love and" Charity to one another's 1 
{hall propoſe theſe Duties to you, only as proofs 
bt the Wiſdom, che'proper aQs and indications 
fot pot & in your-Pi 
[1 ine in iety to- 
wards:God ::: Wild tne in your Pi God, 
and diſcloſes its Excellency and Divine Otiginal 
by thoſe Atvof nm ni ens Piety, by which 
Mar makes the neareft approaches to God. Re- 
ligion,/in/its ſe,” is Mais Returnito God; in 
its-Progref,;.his Honouring' of God by atts of 
Devotion, and the Virtues of a Holy Life;-in 
oy End, bis Union with "ed ks b fruition of 
As chiiefeſt' G and his higheſt hap- 
pineſs he ever. - ved, p : 
1 Now iPRoligion and Piety, which compre- 
hendraldche Virtues and Duties of a good Life, 
be theproper argutnent and eyidence of True 
eervain| Foniry and iIrreligion, de- 
bw able evidences of the 
Heney, Sweating; Lying, Cur- 
Fog, Doin to: nc, Whot m and Un- 
eating a ver- reachin for gain, 
hd dce Oak of C4 
Is It-«or deſperate folly 
rerun rc —_ to make Almigh- 
ty God his OE Jef his Authority, 
— bis La Laws, -and Tag his Govern- 


ment ? 


#4 >. 
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ments. I it not Folly and, thete Gow 
provgke: Him to wrath by k: Ws, 
Fence: lies all theis Fe FT 
and Madneſs in Men, © aften U 
God, for a little fordid. gato, or filthy. pleaſure 
af Sin, to-caſt away all PAINS hopes of futurs, 
happineſs in Hleaven?. fn. TB Op 
, Take heed: then, ye that, wauld be accounts 
ed Sons of wiſdom, that ye be not juſtly char- 
ged with Folly. Let not an Oath, a Curſe, or. 
any corrupt: Communication: be. heard 
qut-of your mouths ; drink. not:to exceſs; nor, 
provoke any othen to: drink to. your meaſure. 
Let not your Meeting this Day be 4a Feaſt of 
Fools, If any man ſwear an Oath, let him pay 
for his folly;--and, bear his own ſhame, while: 
ye cmanifeſt your Wiſgam,, -in, drawing. from: 
the ive and filth of your: Conntry (the ſwag- 
gering, ſwearing debauchee is-no better). ſame: 
profit for the relicf of the Poor. 
- 2. Shew your ſelves, wiſe men by your Loy- 
alty to your King. Law and. Govyeramens 1s: 
the greateſt ſecurity we have uader Heavens 
for our Lives and Liberties, 'our Relipion-and; 
Property , and whatſoever is ar.ought ;to be, 


— 


dear unto/uss [Takeaway he. ow oh of: HOU | 
Government, and. | 


break' down'thie ul} 

inſtantly laid open = Fanarre Bok 
will oppre(s the weak, the Poor. w 44 
on the: Rich; and the. Lives: ofthe; Ja 

will be-ia/ rhe. hands egeng 6hf 4 
Land will- fixom: lat 
Cities and Dye 
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ns of Bruit:beaſts,' and wild fatvapes ia 
[haþes of men; 'L66ſe"but the- Boadsof 
Joveratthe; "and "all things *wou]&'inſtantly 
rutints Confuſion, and men would ſtill prey 
upon one another, till. they becanie all a prey : 
to''a Foreign Foe," all. inflayed- to a Foreign 

Yoke. To prevent ſo-great miſthiefs, it's:r 
Wiſdom" of* oy” a1 t6 (contribute: what he 

can'to the Conſervation of the 'Law and Go- 
vernment r= which = _ 10 its full 
Strength and-Beanry, - Now the Loyalty ard 
Obetience of the Sbhelts d'chetr1Sovcraign, 
OI. preiteſt ſtrength to' the” Law,” and 

eauty tothe Government. - 

He that breaks a Law opens a Gap in the 
Fenee, atidhe that deſpiſeth- Authogiry, expos' 
ſes the. Covetninent "to Contempr:*-When a. 
Multitude, 3 _ of ſome particular Ad: 
vantage, or for the redreſs of ſome particular 
Grievance, combines together to over-bear the, 
Eaw, and Tubvert the Government/ of a King- 
domithey attthe greateſt folly imaginable, by de- 
ſfroying the beſt ſecurity they have for all rhey 
oy 4 y do'but try their Forces to ſink 
the : erdin_they fail 3-/to pull down the 


ey dwell ; to overthrow the 
600 white" rhey- ſtand; to their inevitable 


pn Power is the Soul of the Law 
taint : He that weakens this Power, 
Jac t (geſtroy/the Law, to fabvert the 
ent ,-*Bue yatid: Obedience to 
rerns! his Subjects by 
| Good 


od . fc. Wd dE 
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"Good Laws, preſerves the Law in its full Force, y 
and the Goverament-4h its' Luſtre and Glory. 
Now this is your greateſt ſecurity ' for :your 
deareſt intereſts, and will be a proot- of your 
Wiſdom, and render you the Worthies of your 
Countrey. | & 

3. Demonſtrate your Wiſdom by your Love 
and Charity to one another. Union is a work 
of Wiſdom, as mightily conducing to the 
greater good of the parts united. ' Now Bro- 
therly Love is the beautiful band: ofiUanion:: 
Behold how good, and how' pleaſant # 'is for 
Brethren (0 the ſame Countrey, of the fame 
City, of the ſame Church) to dwell together in 
Unity. || Unity is the Beauty and Strength of || Pc. 133; 
a Society, its Safety and Glory.:” The-Branch ' 
by its Union-with the Tree, the Stone with the 
Building, a Member with the Body, ſecures it 
ſelf and rhe Body, the Building, the Tree : bur 
when this Union-4s diſflolv'd, the part, it not 
the whole, 1s ſoon deſtroy'd. *Tis then your 
Wiſdom to maintain that Union by Brotherly - 
Love, which is ſo conducible to your mutual 
Good. This will be your Strength: and Beau- 
ty, your Excellency and Honour. + The Confer- 
vation and Improvement hereof for its proper 
ends, will be your Wiſdom, as Men, and\/as 
Chriſtians, your Crown and Glory. - X: 

But then to your Brotherly Kindneſs add 
Charity; * in the Rehief of thoſe that are in « , p.,, 
Diſtreſs, in the Redemption of your poar Bre- 7. 
thren from the Ignominy; Obſcurityand Mis” 
ſery of an indigent Condition. © This will be a 

F - fiogular 
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agile: Proof. of your: Wiſdom, as well as a 
vieble mark of your Chriſtianity. Twill bc 


your Wiſdom in dayes of Danger, to ſecure 


your Eſtates; and nothing can be fo ſafe as 
that which (by Ads of Charity) # laid up in 
Heaven. || It's certainly an ACt of great Wit- 
dom in'a man; to improve. his Temporal E- 
ſtate to the beſt advantage, And this improve- 
ment is the beſt made, this advantage is beſt ſe- 
cur'd by the Offices of Charity. For by do- 
ing Goad tb. others, a man treaſures-up Glory 
to himfelE. For though the Poor may ſeem a 
barren ſoil, he that ſows this preciows Seed, 
ſhall reap Honour on Earth, and rewards in 
Heaven. Divine Charity is the. only Excel- 
lent Chymiſtry; it turns evettDroſs into Gold. 
Hereby- you may commute your Temporal 
Riches for Eternal Treaſures. "Tis the Grain 
not -ftor'd up in the Garner; but ſown in the 
Fields, that yields the plentiful encreaſe. 

If God then by his Bleſſing hath given you a 
Temporal Eſtate, it's youf Wiſdom to-+mploy 
ſome part thereof iz Works of Charity, as the 
beſt improvement for an Eternal Advantage: 
They who moſt abound with worldly Goods, 
ur tl Stewards of Gods Bleſſuugs, ard 'tis 
their Wiſdom to imploy them according to his 
Will. This is the Proof of their Fidelity, 
whereupon they may expect God's Acceptance 
anda great reward. | « y 
- That Advantage is rhoſt' tobe valued, which 
greateſt extent and longeſt duration, Such 

advantage which may be acquir'd bythe 

j Offices 
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Offices of Charity. , For hereby many perſons 
may be rais'd from an unprofitable ſloth and 
'deep poverty, to a happy Capacity of do- 
ing good to others; and then will the Glory 
of all- their good' deeds redound. to' you. So 
may ye do good after this Life, aad- bring Glo- 
ry to God, when ye ſhall ſleep in your Beds of 
Honour ; (uch are the Graves of good men, 
who having finilh'd. their courſe -of Virtue, 
lie down in Glory, and reft in the hope of a 
happy ReſurreRtion to the Glorious Joys of an 
endleſs Life. 
'Tis certainly a commendable A@ of Chari- 
ty,. to take Children oat of poor Families,; 4nd 
train them up in honeſt Trades and Callings, , ,, 
whereby they may become ſerviceable-to. the 4 youths 
Publick Good. - | Tow may here behold this day put out 
ſome m—_ of the Fruits -of this Charity * . | 2PM 
From theſe weglefed £narries, are thoſe ftones London by 
ſometimes taken, which are the Strength and i char 
Beauty of the Building ; the ſtately Pinnacles aniver(a- 
and Top-ſtones thereof. | ty Feaſt, 
Wiſdom (hines in her brighteſt ſplendour 
in the Works of Charity, which are the: paths 2s hay 
to Honour, Count it your Glory then'to:do*T: Cf 
Good; to be Beneficial. to your poor Brethren; 79%, 
Hidenot your ſelves from your own fleſh |. No- yy * at 
thing is more Divine, than to do Good *;, 7's new? te- 
a more bleſſed thing to give, than: to receive, 3,,,0- 
Honour God then with your ſubſtance *'\, and & 04s. 
relieve the Poor with ſome part of yourEſtate : 9% #- 
So ſhall the Poor at once lift up their eyes up» | a8 26, 
on you, and their hands to Heaven and bleſs 35, _. 
| F 2 . you, Pro. 3-9. 
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you, while they behold you with Love and 
Veneratiov, as {6 many Living Images of the 
Eternal Divinity , the Sovereign Beauty - and 
Goodneſs. Ws 

Thus I have ſhew'd you the. right Uſe, and 
beſt improvement of Wiſdom, for the Glory 
of God, and Good of Men. Now in the laſt 
place, | | 
HI. Let your Wiſdom be accompani'd with 

thoſe Virtues and Graces, which+may with the 

moſt convincing Light and Evidence atteſt its 

Original, and juſtifie it to the World, to be the 

Otf-ſpring of Heaven, the Daughter and the de- 

light of God; as with Innocency, Meekneſs and 

Humility. 

I. Inmocency. Defrand no Man, wrong no 

- Man; Be wiſe as Serpents, but be harmleſs as 

* Mar. 10, Dowes ||. Wiſdom buildeth. her Houſe, but not 

with the Ruines of her Netghbour. He that 

does wrong to another, doth the greateſt in- 

a, Jury to himſelf : For he ſnbjedts -himſelf to 

BIG ** Gods || Wrath, and his Eſtate to his * Curſe, 

* Mal.2.2, which may not only ſecretly conſume his 111- 

gotten Goods, but alſo bring his whole Eſtate 

' tonothing. No Man can ſhine in the Lights of 
Wiſdom; but in the State of Innocency. 

2. Sehaef Diſturb no man : Diſquiet not 
your ſelves by letting looſe your unruly Paſ- 
Gons.” Folly is ctamorous and troubleſome, 
but Tranquillity and Peace: are the inſeparable 
Companions of Celeſtial Wiſdom. The Wiſdon: 


vJam.s. 7h4t is from above, is, firſt pure, and then 


Ys. h peaceable, gentle, and caſte ts be entreated ||. 
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Wiſdom is a glorious Princeſs, and She Governs 
her Subjects 1n Peace. Unruly Paſſions are not 
permitted to keep their Revels under her Re- 
gency. Theſe Rebels againſt Reaſon are bound 
in Chains, or baniſh'd: from her Dominion. He 
is a Wiſe man that knows well how-to Govern 
4 City; but he more excells in Wiſdom, who 
knows how to govern his own Spirit.* ; who *F19v-16. 
. upen.. all Proyocations;: can keep his: Paſſions 377 
uader the Rule and. Regency of Reaſon.” ' He 
1s both a Fool, and dangerous, who upon eve- 
ry petty diſcontent is ready to ſet his own 
Houſe on fire, and does what he can to put the 
Neighbourhood into a flame.! | Where the: Spi- 
rit of a Man takes fire, with 2 lit#h fperk,'a 
{light Provocation, there is-wanting:the Meeks 
eſs of Wiſdom. * * Jai, 2. 

3. Humility. Deſpiſe no man + He thab de- 
fpiſeth his Neighbonr 5s void of Wiſdam ||. Pride | prov. 5. 
not your ſelves in the Opinion. of -your -own 12- 
Excellency : For whes pride cometh, then com- | 
eth ſhame; but with the lowly is Wiſdom *.,*b 
Wiſdom cohabits with Humility, and therefore 
let not the Wiſe Man Glory in bis Wiſdom||, or || 1 9. 
deſpiſe his Neighbour becauſe of his Folly. 7 
Alas, O Man, who made thee to differ * ! The #1 _— 
Great God who made.you both, might have 
given him Wiſdom, and ſaid of thee, Let bin 
be a Fool. Art thou wiler than-another? Be 
not lifted up : there are others wiſer than thou. 
If thou waſt in deed wiſer than alt men; yet 
what was thy Wifdom, but Folly to the moſt 
Wiſe God 2? Certainly thou can(t not —_ 

Y 


Wet go oY FOlly in the R 


| Job 4. 
18. 


an. —» q 
Wes. : WAR 
,, ” ,© » ws 
{1 3 \BXtel ', 


redRreft man, as the AJ 

wiſe Gad-diſcerrs'in thee. Angels »excell in 
Wiſdom, yet the” moſt Wile God charges ther 
with Folly .- Now%oſt thou not delire, that 
God; who fees Foll 4n/thee, may not deſpili 
thee? Then- that it is the Will of 
God, and there is the greateſt Reaſon in the 
* world, that thou ſhonldeſt not. _ + ſe thy Bro- 
thou perceiveſt im him-a waht of 

ts Fi oo ao U 9; con 
ſerveit-in Humility, and-it Neill b e' your great 
Glory. ' Angels excell in Wiſdom, and they are 


» Is 6.2, cy in Humility : They veil * heir faces 


reſeuce of-God, and give Glory to His 
Notes þ And i Aud itis/an' At of Humility in Man, 
to. give-the Glory of all his Excellency to God : 


* Rey. 7+ And therefore, To God alone be aſcribed, * Wiſs 


dom, and Strength, and Honour, and Glory, and 
Bleſſing, and Praiſe, both now and for ever- 
aHHore." * . 


He SER MON ended, the FEAST be- 
| gins. Herein the Example is added to 
the Rule : The DOCTRINE delivered, pre- 
ſently- (in its Warmth und Vigour ) iflues into 
PRACTICE. Brotherly Love is expreſt by 
Feaſting together, and then in the Cloſe, 2 Li- 
beral Contribution is madefor the Offices of Char 
rity. And thus RE.L #6 TON,  attendediwith 
BROTHERLY LOVE and CHARITY, 
(the principal Graces of Chriſtians, and yilible 
Glories of Chriſtianity) appears it its Beat y 
and Luſtre, in theſe L OVE-FEASTS of the 
Natives of our Countrey. This-was all pru- 
dently managed, with.Gaod. Order, Civility and 
Sobriety, by the STEW AR DS of the Feaſt, 
for- this preſent Year, MDCLXXV, whoſe 
Names -( that the Reader may know to whom 
the foregoing SERMON, preach'd upon their 
Choice and Call, is owing) are here expreſt; 


Mr THOMAS HOLLIER, 
Mr JOSEPH COLINGE, (' Mr JOAN FOND; 

Mr WILLIAM SAVAGE, ( )M* THOMAS GIBBS, 
M- JOAN SAPCOT, JL Mr SAMUEL BARON. 


Mr THO. DAFFORNE, 
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| 4.8 | 
The Feaſt ended, Stewards ofthe fottow- 
ing Year ate choſen, by ſetting of Garlands of 
Lawrel upon, their Heads, with the Sound of 
Muſick, andabe Plavdits of the People. Here- 
- in there is a little, but lively Repreſentation of 
that Honour and Happineſs, Which is reſerved 
in Heaver, for. thoſe Perſons, who live in the 
Exertiſe of Religion, Brotherly Love, and Cha- 
"0" rity, here upon Earth. - For at the end of their 
3 Tif6 (which upon ithe Account of. the. Peace 
"Io1 and Joy of a good Conſcience, .will be but as 
the Choſe of a F eſtival ) they ſhall be Crawe'd 
with Glory, and with joyful Harmonies and Hal- 
telujahb's receiv'd, with the Applarſes of A N- 
GELS, into the Sodiety' of the BLESSED, 
and fo ſhall hve in the YTSTON and FAU- 
ITFON of the Moft High GOD, the chiefesiF 
G 00D, with Fulneſs of Satisfa@ior, and Ever- 
_ Liſting Delight. AMEN | 
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